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Double Lives

ONE of the most interesting questions that can be
asked about the Japanese to-day is, how long
can they continue to lead a double life? For that is
what they are doing. The question is interesting, not
only for its own sake, but because nobody knows the
answer, not even the Japanese.

In Japan, among the Japanese themselves, the
foreign and the Japanese ways of life meet and run
parallel but hardly fuse. The foreign, which is the
new, fascinates them still to some extent perhaps
because it is new. Will the two styles, the two civiliza-
tions, mix more? Can they? Or will one oust the
other completely? Of these "ways of life" one has
its origins in a past of a thousand years, the other in
one, for the Japanese, of less than seventy. One is
the movement of a glacier, the other of a whirlwind.
What happens next ?

Within the memory of living men Japan has been
a country where, to the common people, foreigners
were hardly known; a country whose towns were (as
many still are) less like modern cities than very large